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PRIM EXPERIENCES.

Mem )MaA illrwt flusttwgli

pROTraacaD .sipmkg.

Anotr Oliiiftir (cr life OTwtotd

1

BY
IK. 1.

T'thclbsWie of )lDow- -

day of May, 1864,

while oitgaftsa' ia cur-

ling for the wounded
on iilio railroad traok
ibetweon the two oou-itoudi- ng

wink's, the
irobol cavalry mad a
ibeia dash and capt-wo- d

some of oar men.
We were hastily taken

iKsntif fJHI flfliiu. to (Petersburg andjwjpctpw'oouAnot in x large
lafoftooe wiutoMtfc,

HI fjj wlicra wo were
roWdl of

all mr jMwiKMMil ofibots

wxtclt, pecAcallKiolc, iiKckekiftt, ld-pea-c- il

and MieuiofMiduM. 1 liefxed lutrd for
Ike Memorandum ant ieidl, lt 1 no
avail. I was, however, allowed to reUia
a lilf-ia- l tiH-0H,- p, WUidU rovoA to Uc tqtj
Vkluablo.

A ftor msmalnlng in iPetewSbnrjt a few days,
we wei-- e atari od for tilio ftno Aadoraott-vill- e

tiUMlkade. We were traMKr4od in
Lok froCjilt-er- e dh ieaky roof, Itrokee
doors, Ae wli(j4i, aft or all, was a Iriottrftift,

aa it furaiabed aome etlUniion. 0-ia- g te
the poor conditio of ilte Confederate rail-

roads at ikai tfiuc, we wore acverat daj aad
mjfbta going from l'eten4itrp to Xdorwn-Tili- e,

a diatanee of aUowt 000 miloK. Wc
were crowded 80 ia oadt oar. As fllioy were
but cigbt foot wide and 36 to 30 foot long,
we wete eonjielled, ia Ij'iitg down, to all lie
on oar idc ad faoe tlio same waj', row
ou each aide of tibe car, our legs looked te-- P

tlier Ih ilte oewiar, witk oar arms Ar pil-

lows acd tlie botiUmi of tle oar for a Mat-
tress. "We could not

wsmatx iic ovx rotmox IXW,
and one could not tura woIoh tike wliole
did, as we were iadced very closely ktotber,
aud wkH we could stand ii longer some
one would j41 ot, 'Bo V l1 turn over!"
"All ritftiU " And ie ike riki or ktfl, as tke
r:He might ke, flop, and over we would

we ipaased sevsral days and ttitits,
until we reached Aiidersouvillo, on tke 1st
day of June; and fhad we keoa told by tke
rebels Cbetnaelvos v.iiat was ia store for its
we would not have Utetiewtd ikota. Tke
qustioH lias bsott asked Hkousaads of Ujoos,
"Are tke stories as told of tke kocrots of
Anderaooviile true f N

We my, Vss; t would Ibe dittoult to ex-

aggerate tion.w
We ottter tke atoolcade Jaao 3 ; ft Is rain-in- p;

we make amok ifortke oroelk (kaving
fiuflc-re-d much tfront thirst atuee leaving
Petersburg) ; we And It lull of mo trying
to wash ibttfuaelves and their clothes with-
out soap; others using it for nature's ueocs-s- i

ty. We fet as near the head of the oreok
hk we can, and where it outers the atoolcade,
that we way jt water as clean as imssiWle,
aud this tens it comes through the re)el camp
outside tke otookade. PiAoon ftot front the
stockade we see a ieoe of two by fowr aoant-jiu.an-d

;potos fMallof on ton, about throe
ieetkiga.

1WI IS THK. r4.I)-UKi- r.

We karc hoen lold nothing a4out tt. A man
reaches under to got a cup of water. C ack
goes a ride. He fall dead ; the halt has en-

tered ibe top of his head. Wo ask the Mean-

ing of this. We are told by the prisoners who
preceded s that that is the dead-tin- e; we
must mot got iMsido of this, or we will be
shot.

" lint tills mm was not inside; he only
reaehod nodor it is ,ot a cap of waior ."

" WtOl.iJl the irehchi want is Ut me a hand
under these and ifttey will aboot."

We ot our drink of Ulthy water and pro-
ceed to take an inventory of the surround-
ings. We tarn up one of (he narrow streets.
It has hoon raining ; the streets are muddy
and filthy; thoouu ts now bkiutttg very hot.
We come to a poor man about 30 years old.
lie is lying fet the street, and dying witk
w iirvy and awwy ; his Assh it so swoilen
aud inflamed that it looks as though it
would burst. IhTcbcipiniieonfJy&raottMotie
to kill hint, and nays:

" 0OJFS, you 1onow )I onunot liva. Why
dou't you ipwt me out of my misery $ H

It oosutneuoes io rom again, and as the
wuter falkrou Ibis burning Ihwdt he says :

MtU, tow od that ifnehj, and iwoms
away.

Thosieict a&raotion is a won akc to oighi
fuet in Abe gronnd, with a half of a oantuun

tm pine root for fail. This looked
ruiigh.ns wt were in tits midst of a dense
pine forest, with thousands of tall trots in
view. It sosmad hard that we should sudor
so much &rtvoot wick ondk an ahundanoe
within a tfew rnds of Iho prison.

We CKt iUtrn our attention io a location
for a home, for might is coming on and we
are hungry. Wc are told by comrades that
we net tt have mo nation until the next day,
and gusihapg not then; It was voiy amaer-iai- n.

Itiho pooajnot'of iHhig-i- nt least, with
any ont .of .ojinJfaBt iloolaot wory ghonr.

Onr Mironal ofloots oensioicl of cap.blouso,
flannel shirt, paute, shoes aad slocking, and
tke tin cup wkjkju I kad clung to with a firm
grip since leaving lctotisburg.

I soon found ky inquiry and personal ob-

servation tkat every man was for himself, vq

I lay d n on tlib wot ground and soon fell
asleep. It rained at intervals through the
night, aad when morning came I was in a
pitiable condition, hat the sun cahio out
warm and dried my clothes.

I had now boe a prisoner 17 days, with
litUe or no opportunity to destroy the ver-

min in my clothes. As tke lot of ground
about throe ky sik foct that I had uod for
n bed seemed to be claimed by no one, I
took )oweioM of It for my home, and sat
down at 9 a. m. and worked diligently for
one hour witk my clothes ofl', killing an ene-

my that proved on the whole to lc very de-

structive to life, as many poor fellows actu-

ally had the Hfo-blo- od drawn from them ;

that is, they would become despondent, got
to thinking of home, would lose their grit,
stof) " skirmishing M for "graybackri," and

so sure as a man did not spend at leastIjust
hours a day at this most important

work he was
SUJtK T IIC SOOXEK 0lt I.ATKR.

The vermin were so numerous that they
wore not only in and outside our clothing,
hnt on (Ie ground you could sec them any
time by looking steadily for a moment in
the sand.

I now begia to realise what I have got to
undergo in otder to get out of bore alive,
aad that 1 mutt exerdae all the will power
I can muster. I had said on cu toting the
gate, "I am geiag out of here alive; I will
not die here ia this hole." Mr next thought
was io get some kind of shelter, so took an
inventory of the different residences in the
vkinMy. Borne had a rubber blanket on four
slicks stuck in the ground; this would shel-
ter theat front tke sua but not from tke rain.
Others were made of two blankets with a
pitch, and was a shelter both from the snn
and rain. Such buildings were very scarce,
from the fact that numt of the prisoners
when captured lud all their personal effects
taken from them, as was my own case. Oth-

ers had burrowed into the side hill, and
propped up the entrance with sticks and
woven in twigs to keep them from eaving.
Prisoners who were fortunate or unfortunate
(as the case may be) to got in there when
the stockade wni Urol completed, had se-

cured quite comfortable quarters from the
logs, slabs and brush, the tnqiply of which
seemed to (bom never would Ins exhausted.
Hut the first day of June, "whrn wc entered
the prison, not a fltunrp could be seen, and a
bundle of wood eight inches long and eight
inches in diameter was worth 50 cents in
our money aud $3 in Confederate money.

I next find a house made of sticks and limbs
about five feet long, witk one end stuck in
tke ground and the top end tied together
with suing and covered over with chunks
of hog cut in square form from the swamp.
They were (iiy handled, and when the
jfoints were filled In with clay and rubbed
over and dried by (he run, were waterproof.
This was the kind of house I decided to
buud, hnt where was I to get tke mate
rial for the frameweik? It could not be
obtained iuide the stockade, even if I had
something to trade for it. or money with
which to Imr, so I adopted the plan of go.
ing to the gate and begging the officers aud
guard in (barge to let me out long enough
to get an nrtuf ul of poles.

I now determined to bos what success I
would have in trying to get out to procure
polos with wkk'b to build my houso. 1 wont
over to the Borith Gate with my tin cup in
hand, and called to (he guards and obceia
in charge and told them the condition of
affairs; that I had no blanket or shelter, or
anything but what I bod on and the tin cup.
They paid no attention whatever to my
pleadings, and my prison comrades in the
vicinity of the gate only laughed al me, aud
oalled me a fool for trying to work upon
thoir sympathy or for trying Io get favors
from them. I told thorn I was going to
stick to it until I succeed ed; so I went
the next day, and the next, und the next, for
23 days ia stiooession, and staid there the
most of the time through the day, only be-

ing absent long enough to draw aud oat my
rations, and from 8 to 10 a. m. and from 3 to

rr. 1 J

Tmk CarrtiiK cr thk Ax.
4 p. m. each day to rid my clothes of ver-

min. Twenty-on-e out of these 23 days it
rained more or less night aud day ; St would
rain perhaps fur an boor, then the sun would
t&iae, and we would no more than get dry
than it would rain again ; thus it was for a
oontinnons three weeks. After I had lecn
at tke gate about a eck, and tke officers and
guards had corns to know me from the con-

tinuous cry of Kay, IAootenaat," (or Officer
of the Guard,) " aren't yon going to let me out
to-da- y to get those poles ? " 1 heard a young
rebel officer say, " 1 note Is that boy again ;
he's got right smart grit."
AM'JCK A WEW MOKMC I1AV OF PLRADIKG
they got so they would smile at me, but
never peak to me, and on the morning of
the S3d day 1 saw the young officer that had
been on duty so many times, and the same
otts that had spoken of my "grit," standing
thote with two extra gnards, and calling me,
said: "Hare, yen come out here!" and in- -

1 stmotod the getcd io take mc to the weeds

and get sexno poles, and to let me take my
time. Talk about the enjoyment of a trip
to California, Thousand Islands, or While
Mountains; this was superior to them all. I
got the poles, and by diligent search for a day
or two procured string enough to tio the tops
together. I completed the framework, bor-

rowed a knife, and started for the swamp to
get the bog brick. I had cut out a few when
I discovered a pine lot: about eight or 10

inches underground. I lu-- my breath for
a moment, and Ixiked around to see if any
of my fellow-prisone- rs were looking at me.
I hastily covered it up, as I knew I had
found a bonanza, for there was nothing so
valuable as wood.

There was at that time between 25,000
and 30,000 prisoners in the stockade, and
we would draw for a week at a time a pint
of coarcc cornmeal and one-fourt- h tcaapoon-fu- l

of salt for a day's ration. The rebels
would bring in two loads of wood, and when
divided a man would have a piece about the
size of a lead-ptnci- l. Squads of 10 or 12

men would put their sticks together, put
their meal in one dish and let it cook until
the fiio went out, then divide and eat,
whether one-fourt- h, one-ha- lf or wholly
cooked. Others who were not fortunate
enough to 4;et into a cooking squad, or have
a dish large enough to cook in, would eat
their meal raw and trade thoir little piece cf
wood for tobacco or other commodities,

ok snr.T. for CASir.

I now decided to abandon further work on
my heme until that log was converted into
money; the difficulty now was to get an ax
with which to cut it, as there were but two
or three known to bo in the pribon. The
rebels did not furnish, nor would they allow,
anything in the shape of tools in the pen.
These axes had in some way been smuggled
in or found there, and the owners had to he
very careful unless the rebels would see and
confiscate them. The usual price for the use
of these axes per hour was 50 cents in our
money or $5 ia Confederate money. I
looked up the owner of one of thee axes,
told him what I had found ; that I had no
money, and if he would let me take bi3 ax I
would pay him for it when I sold the wood,
or I would give him half the log for the use
of it. He said he would take half the log.
I got it out, cut it up and sold my half for
$5 in onr money. This fellow was in good
circumstances ; the result of the income from
his ax. If a man had plenty of money in
Andersonville he could " live like a King,"
as the rclel Quarlermaster was more inter-
ested in getting Yankee money than any-
thing else, and would bring in luxuries at
the following prices: Flour, 50 pounds, 51X)

in our money, in Confederate money;
small Irish potatoes, 25 cents each, Yankee
money, $2.50 rebftl mon'jy; black pepper in
kernel, f15 150 a pound, aud other goods
same proortion. These goods were sold to
Yankee dealers, who in turn sold to the con-

sumers. Flour was sold at retail 50 cents
per small tin cup, taken from a fiour-sac-k in
loose cmdilion with a spoon. One cup
would make two small biscuits. Tobacco
could lie bought nearly as cheap as in our
own linos. Prisoners who had no money
with which to buy tobacco, would cut the
brass buttons from their coals and trade
them with the guards, who prized them very
highly, as they thought they were not real
soldiers until they wore brass buttons, and
they were very scarce, except as

l'XXTIU:i) IKOM THK YANKS.

I now had $5, and what use could J put it
to that would do the most good? My first
thought was to buy something to eat, but
it would get only one square meal. My
next thought was to buy a rubber blanket
to bleep on. 1 had now completed my house,
and it was a good one. If I had a blanket to
lie ou I would be happy. While waiting
an opportunity to make a good investment,
and hanging around thegr.ie one day, I heard
the rebel officer give an order to notify the
detachment officers that one man from
each moss of 15 could go outside once each
day aad get wood for himself and the other

As soon as I heard this I ran immedi-
ately to the old German Sergeant who was
in charge of our mesa and asked him to de-

tail me. He did so. I was the happiest man
in that prison, or boy, perhaps, I should
have said, as I Mas but 19 years old, and had
then lrcn in the scivice nearly threo years.
That appointment in Andersonville to go out
and get wood was equal to a Colonel's com-

mission in the Union army. I could now
see an opportunity to invest my $5 where it
would bring a hundredfold, and I did. The
time came :or ns to go out; 1 did not hurry.
The detailed nion went out one at a time
through the massive gate into the little ie,

where two guards met him, aud then
passed through the outer galo. My whole
thought now was to get an ax. How could
1 do it? I was quite euio we would be
searched on our return to the eate before
entering the prison, and how could I work
the two rebel guards who were with me, rh I
erpocted they would keep a constant watch
over mc? Many thoughts came into my
mind as we passed along. Should I tell
them of my plan and try to work upon their
byinpsthy, or tiy to bribe them? The latter
I concluded not to do, when it occurred to
me that I had but $5 with which to buy the
ax and do the bribing. We had now passed
some distance along the road by the side of
the stockade, aud not far from the cook-

house was one of our own men doing a
sutler's business on a pine board supported
with some sticks stuck in the ground. This
Yankee was one of a number who had been
given

A TAROLE OF nOKOR
to go ont aud cook for the prisoners inside,
and the cooking had now been abandoned,
but some of the men were still out. This
fellow was making the be?t of the situation,
aud was spcculatingln Irish and sweet pota-
toes, eggs, watermelons, etc. His customers
were mostly rebel soldiers. His store was
perhaps 50 feet from the road. I aiked the
guards if I could ttep up there a minute;
they made no reply, but brought their
muskets to an order arms, and they remained
in the road; just what I wanted them to do.
I told the merchant if he would get mc an

i.

ax while I was gone, tako the helve out and
lie a string to it, I would givo him ?5 in our
money, ire said, "All right; I have got one
here now." Wc went on. I got my wood,
filled the haversack, which I had borrowed,
with pine boughs, which were more valu-

able in that pen for a bed than feathers.
When wo came near the stand on our return,
I lold the guards I wanted to step up there
again to gctsoniething I had bought. I had
to bring all the nerve I possessed to bear,
lest they should discover my anxiety and
mistrust something was wrong, nud I also
feared they would go up with me, but they
did as before, and dropped the butts of
their guns to the ground, and I passed up.
On the way the Yankee sutler shouted out,
" Where are you going topnt thoso potatoes;
in that haversack?" I stepped up to the
board side-wise- , unbuttoned my blonso and
told him to Blip the ax down inside my
pants, nud tie the string lo nvy suspenders.
He did it in grand shape; ho put his hand
in the haversack two or three times, kept
his eyes on the guards, and when a favorable

f i

1 - &y
Cutting Dow:; the Stockade.

opportunity came, slipped the ax in and
tied the string.

Now the tug of war was certainly com-

ing. Could I get through that gate without
losing my prize? Every man had to throw
his wood down and be searched. There had
a great many preceded mc, and the search-

ing officers were wellnigh tired out. As I
came to the gate and threw the wood down
one of the searchers said:

" What havo you got iu that haversack ? "
" Pine boughs for n bed, sir," was my re-

ply, and with that he ran his hand in and
stirred around until he was satisfied, and let
me pass in. The next day, when I went out
for wood, I stopped again and arranged with
the sutler to throw the helve in the road
when he saw me returning, and I would
pick it up as wood, which was about all a
Southern ax-hcl- vo was. So far as shape
was concerned, they were mado perfectly
straight, witk a slight knob at tbo end to
keep the hand fronx"sHpping ofl". I picked
it up and carried it in with my wocd. I was
now in shape to enter into a profitable busi-
ness, and my entire time must be given to it,
and I must give up tho pleasant duty as-

signed me of going out after wood. I had
not yet accumulated boughs enough for n
bed, so went out the next day, and on my
return haw, just ontsidc the gate,

A FKM.OW-I'RISONK- R IK THK STOCKS

facing the sun, drawn up so that his toes
just touched the ground. As we came nearer
I discovered that he was dead; had been in
there 21 hours and died, there; was put iu
for trying to escape.

Iu order to take care of. my nx, which
needed constant watching, I gave up the
pleasant duty of " toting " wood to another.
I got 50 cents an hour for the U3C of the ax,
and it was in constant demand. Was then
living quite comfortable; had n mud house,
pine boughs to lie on and a blanket (which
I bought for $5) to put over or under me,
as the case might require.

We were having terrible times with the
" Kaiders," so called, a class of roughs and
cut-throa- ts who were living on tho death of
others. They became so bold and predom-
inating that they would murder men in
the daytime. Their principal victims were
among the newcomers, who were arriving
almost every day. They would watch them
and when night came would rob ihem, and
if any resistance was made would cut their
throats.

Six of Ihcfo raiders, among them n man
nicknamed " Mcseby," the ringleader of the
gang, were tried by court-marti- al and hung
by the law-abidi- ng prisoners.

WITH TICK I'RI.VCII'AL RAIDERS OONK,
and an organized body of police, we had
much better order afler that. About that
lime the stockade was enlarged on the north
side by eight or 10 acres; the prisou had
become so crowded that there was hardly
room for the men to lio down. Wo were
given to understand that when the new
stockade was completed around this inclos-ur- e,

the guards would be withdrawn from
that end of tho stockade and we could go
through. Wo knew there would be fun
when that lime arrived, from the fact that
the prioners were buffering as much as ever
for wood with which to cook tho meal, and
those hundreds of largo timbers were valu-
able to cut up for wood and staves for pails,
and slabs with which to make shelter, nnd
when we got through into the new inclosuro
there were the stump?, tree-top- s and brush to
be fought for by those who were strong enough
lo itand up. We knew the police would have
no control, as they would be as much inter-
ested as any in securing some of the precious
commodity. These timbers were hewn from
tho tree, were 21 feet long, 12 inches square,
and sunk six feet in tho ground. They were
ns close together as they could be placed.
On the outside of the stockade, a short dis-

tance apart, and about three feet from tho
top, was a platform, with a pair of stairs or
ladder leading to it, and on the platform
the guards were stationed overlooking the
prifon. On each of tho four cornera of the
prison outside wa3 a battery of artillery of
six guns, so arranged that every part of the
inclosure was covered by their range. The
question has been put to prisoners many
times since then, "Why didn't yon make a
break and go through that slcckade, over

power the rebel1?, take their arms, and march
into tho Union lines? "

In answer I say: 1. Nothing could be
done without organization. Wo were con-

tinually frouted with the months of 24 can-

non loaded with grape and canister, with the
order before us that if we congregated in
groups of over 100, they would fire into us.
2. There was n stockade 15 feet high, with
guards on top, only short distances apnrt,
with loaded muskets. 3. Where wa3 the
strength to come from to knock down or
climb the stockade? Men who were living
on raw meal and slock peas (a3 they were
called then, a black bean with a bug in every
other one we cooked bugs and all), and
clothes wet for three weeks at a time,
were poor specimens to make a break under
those circumstances. The result of such an
attempt would have resulted in the

DEATH OF EVERY MAN IN THE rRISON.
Tho time was now near at hand that we

were to break through into the new inclos-

ure. I began to see the need of one or more
partners in busiucs for self-protectio-n. The
larger and stronger the squads or messes
were, the better they wero oiT; they chum-
med together generally in squads of from
two to six. I made up my mind that I
would find from n new squad of prisoners
who had just arrived three or four good
partners. I knew I would have no trouble
in entering into a copartnership, as I had nn
ax and a blanket I found four very ac-

ceptable compauions, whose names I havo
forgotten, also their regiment, but think
they were from Vermont or New Hamp-
shire; one of them afterward died while in
our me38.

We arranged a program for f lie rush at
the stockade. When the signal should he
given we wero to keep together, cut down
aud pile up what we could of the timbers,
and hold them if possible; after that we
were to let tho ax. I had had exorbitant
prices offered mo for tho use of it to cut
down the timbers as high as $10 per hour.
The time came, and every man who was able
to stand up and fight made a rash. Our
squad was arraed with four good clubs and
an ax. We chopped as fast as we could and
secured four pieces. The ends that were
left in tho ground were quickly dug out by
other Equad3 with half canteens. This was
the most general aud useful tool used in the
stockade. They were used to dig wells,
carry water, cook in, dig tunnels, etc. The
most of the timbers were dug out with those
half canteens. It took but a short time to
complete tho work; they were all down
when we had our fourth stick cut. Squads
of two, three or four men would have n
timber nearly dug out when another squad,
who thought they were stronger, would
jump in the hole, and, driving the weaker
party out, would take the stick. We now
let our nx during the day and used it our
selves nt night. We selected a epot close
against tho new dead-lin- e, at the extreme
north end of the stockade, split up two of
our sticks into slabs, made the sides and
back of our new house, and the roof was
composed of two blankets; the other two
sticks we put in front and against the tent,
so when sleeping wc had our feet against
them, and when

AKYON'E WOULD TRY TO STEAL TnEM
the movement of the sticks would awaken
us. Don't think that all of those 30,000 men
were thieves, cut-throa-ta and dishonest, for
they wero not. But it was difficult thou,
even a3 now in our peaceful, moral and cul-

tured times, to get as many men togethor
without having some rascals among them.
We were now a good ways from tho creek,
up high on the hill. The distance from
water, and its filthy condition, compelled the
inhabitants in our part of the city to dig
wells. It was quite an undertaking, as we
knew we would have to go very deep. Wc
could get no favors from the rebels by way
of tools to dig with, or ropes with which to
draw up the dirt. Our principal tool was
the famous half canteen used for so many
purposes. Our Yankee canteens were made
of two pieces of heavy tin nearly the
shape of a saucer, soldered together. By
parting them you had two useful articles.
With these we dug wells from four to 80
feet deep, according lo the distance from the
creek. A number of men would club to-

gether nnd dig; tearing up their clothes and
braiding them together for ropes lo letdown
nnd haul up the digger and the dirt, and
water after we got it. A haversack was
generally used to put the dirt in. One thing
was very favorable to the digging of these
wells. After you struck the sub-so- il there
was a kind of white clay that did not cave,
so we had no trouble from that source.

These wells, where they were near thedead-lin- e,

were often used as a starting point for
tunnels. This was the principal method of
escape from the prison, aud they wero com-

menced as near the dead-lin- e as possible.
It was a long, ledious task, generally taking
three or four weeks to do the work, for the
dirt all had to he carried to the creek or
swamp in havcrsackH, or blouses generally.
From four to six men were usually let into
the secret.

THEY ALWAYS WORKED IU THE NIQnT,
never in tho day time; would commence in
tho center of thoir tent and dig a hole-- eight
feet deep, when a well was not used, then tun-
nel as near oa a level ns possiblo under tho
deadline; they were obliged to go eight feet
deep, as tbo stockade timbers wore six feet in
tho around. The mode of digging wni to take
a half canteen and n haversack, fill it vritb
earth, nud pass itbctweeu your legs to the man
back of you, and ho would tako it whilo an-
other was being filled, and back up, dragging
it after him to tho mouth of tbo tunnel, when
tbo others would toto it to the creek. It was
necessary to carry tbo dirt soruo distance, from
tho fact that the rebels carno in ovcry morning
looking for tunnels, and any fresh dirt discov-
ered would give them a clew. Another method
of discovery was to go around on tbo inside of
tbo dead-lin- e with a largo pounder and thump
on tho ground and listen for a hollow sound.
During tbo day tho hole in tho tent or mouth of
tbo tuunel was neatly covered over with some-
thing strong enough to lio down on, and when
tbo rcbols looked in tho tent or hut lor a tunnel,
there was ouo man or more lying tbero ou a
blanket. In this manner they would work until
tho tunnel was completed. They usually dug SO

or more feet outsideof tho stockade before com-
ing up. From 1 to 3 o'clock in tbo morning was
tho timo generally chosen to escape. Thoy
would take to tho woods aud swamps, aad go

as far as they conkl before daylic.k. Every
morning bctweon 5 ami 0 o'eleck two rotate on
horsuback, with six bloodhounds sab, would
go around on the outside of the stockade, and
if any prisoners bad escaped during tite sight
tbo bloodhounds would take the trail aad
away they would go after them, and In alas
cases out of 10 would recapture them, brbtg
them back, and punish tham by making; them
wonr a ball ami chain, kueking and gftfgmjZ,
confinement in stocks, without food or drink,
a punishment from which they seldom rftllisd.
The condition of the prison at toe timo of
which I write, about Artgust 1, was fearful.

ri.IE3, jrAOOOTS AND VKRMIX
by tho millions, stench unemlarabhi to those
not used to it; from 130 to 250 dying every 2t
hours; the living quarreling over the dad, to
see who should carry them out to the dead-hous- e.

Two men were allowed to carry oat a
dead man, nnd as a compensation could bring
in some wood en their retarn. Four men are
tonting together; oae of them is taken sick;
dnring his sickness three men from his awn
rogiment. who live on the other side ef tho
creek, come ovsr to seo him. He dies. The
men from his regimsafc claim the body on the
ground that the dnd man was a member of
their regiment; his messmates en th gronnd
that they had eared for him in his sickness. That
night the body was stolen from the outside of
the tent. As soon as discovered, the throe men
wont over the creek, found the corpse with the
members of hk regiment ; bad a fight, whipped
their opponents, and brought tho bedy bank,
and took it out to tho deud-hoas- o the next
morning.

I now como to tho great storm In August,
about the 10th, at whieh time the great Pro?i-donc- o

Spring, of which thore has been so aiueh
said, broke out; it was indeed providential, as
thousands of the nfen, who had no interest hi
and could get no wafer from the private wells,
were compelled to aso and drink tho filthy
water from the creek. To those men It was
a Godsend. The storm was so severe that on
the side-bill-s it washed the earth away ho that
it undermined tente, plowed great gullies two,
three, and four feet deep; and it was from ono
of these deep gullfos inside the dead-lin- e dur-
ing tho storm that the spring broke out. Pre-
vious to the storm the spring, without doubt,
came up in the creek 30 or 10 feet, or perhaps
more, beiuw. While we considered
THE COMIXG OP THE SFRIXO I'aOVIDKKTIAI.,
it did not, as a great many suppose, hreak forth
without nutaral euase. It came in a great
rainstorm, and the breaking of tho hanks
opened the spring further up tho hill, where
wq could make use of it, and many were tho
thanks to tho Invisible Power for having sent
the storm. Thus came the famous Providence
Spring, with n large stream of pure cold water.

And with it came a streak of bad luck for
tbo writer. I lost my old ax, after having
received $360 in Yankee money for the use of
it. It had proved to ma to be n precious life-preserv- er.

It was also a great bonefit to those
who paid me 50 cents per hour for the use of
it. They always got value received for their
money, a3 tho logs and stumps that they dug
from the ground would have been almost use-
less to them without an ax to work them up.
This old ax, so valuable to me at that timo,
could now be. duplicated from junk-barrel-s for
three cent).

There m now great commotion in the stock-ad- o

about our being exchanged, Wirz has
ordered some of the first detachments to bo
ready to go ont to-nig- It won't require
much preparation to be ready, as some of them
will only havo to move their poor bodies to tho
gate, o3 they have little of anything else.
Shoes, cap, and blonee gone, a part of a pair of
pants, a shirt, aad one suspender, comprise
their wardrobe. Tho rebel authorities tell us
we are certainly to bo exchanged, and that we
need not try to get away. I have seme friends
in the 12th N. Y. Cnv., who belong to ono of
the first detachment?, having entered the stock-ad- o

among tho first prisoners. They havo
orders to leave the stockade to-nig- ht and take
the train destination unknown, but to some
point for exchange. Thero is more or less
rejoicing over the prospect3 of liberty, but it
ia with considerable distrust, as we have lost
confidence in tbo truth and veraeity of tho
lying whelps. One of the 12th N. Y. Cav. boys

I think it was Henry Kendall or Frank
Sweet tells me that one of tho men in their
company or detachment has just died, and that
I can answer to his namo and get out with
thorn, as the detachment to which I belong is
of a much higher number, aad ic might be
week3 beforo it would go out. So I take tho
dead man's namo and place, and board tbo train
for we don't know where, but it turns out to bo
Charleston, S. C. Wo were packed as when we
came, in box and cattle cars, but allowed much
more freedom than before; this was a ruso
used by tho rebels to keep us from attempting
to escape; thero wero but two to four guards
to each car, aud we were allowed to jump oiT

and on as wo pleased. When wo arrived at
Charleston we were placed in a public square
and strongly guarded by infantry and artillery.
Wo soon learned that tho exchasge promised
us wu3 an exchango from one stockade to an-

other. Wo remained in this park for several
day3, waitiug for tho completion of the Florence
(S. C.) stockade, which was about 100 miles
from Charleston. Wo Buffered much at this
timo for tho want of water; and do you know
that the pangs of thirst are ten times more
aggravating than thoso of hunger? We wero
told to dig for water; and there were several
small wells dug with our tin saucers made
from our canteens. We had only to dig about
four feet, but such water I It was roily and
brackish, and the more wo drank of it the
more we wanted. Thero frequently came into
tho camp, whilo there,

6I3TKKS OF CHARITY,
who wero very kind to somo of tho men. Of
course wo could not all expect charity from
them; thoso who did receive gifts, got a towel
or a piece of soap, or something of that kind.

Tho time finally came for us to be taken
to tho Florence stockade. Wo all know
where wo were going, and tho rebate wero
aware that wo knew it, so plucad a very strong
guard over us. The usual number of 60 were put
in box and cattle cars, with four guards in the
car and a score or more on top, heavily armed
with rifios and revolvers. The condition of
the railroad can best be determined from the
fact that wo wero from early in tho morning
until 11 o'clock at night going 10--1 miles
about seven miles an hour. To tho majority
of the prisoners on board it was the moat
aggravating day of their prison experience.
It so happened (cither purposely or otherwise)
that the robels gavo ns each (the day before wo
started) a small pieco of raw suit pork and
corn-brea- d for our rations; just enough to in-

crease our hunger aud thirst, and those who
wero fortunate enough to have canteens got
very littlo satisfaction from tho brackish water
that was in them, but the great; majority of us
wero without anything to carry witter in, so
wero entirely without, as poor as it was. As
I have beforo stated,
THIEST 13 MUCH MORE AGGEAVATIXO THAX

HUNGER.
Tho day was extremely hot and muggy, and
our misery was complete Wo bogged and
pleaded for water, but to no avail. Sixty human
beings huddled in each box-ca- r, oa a hot, sultry
day in South Carolina, without food or water!
I doubt if the African slaves in tho hold of tho
trader's ship, during thoso terrible times of
tratlic in human beings, suffered more than did
we. In tho middle of tho afternoon tho train
stopped nt a wator-tau- k supported by posts
about 10 feet high, ngninst which thero was
a ladder reaching tho top of tho tank. I was
looking out of the car door beforo the train
stopped, and saw this tank for supplying en-

gines, nnd I mado up my mind that I would
leap from the car, climb tho ladder, and with
my littlo tin cup got a drink of that water. I
knew I was running much risk of getting
shot, but it seemed to mo that I should certaiuly
dio with thirst if I did not havo water at onco;
so 03 soon as tho train stopped I jumped and
ran for the tank. There were scores or men in
the same condition 03 myself, that leaped simul-
taneously from tho wholo train, but tho car

(Continued oa 2d piiC.)
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WIXTE w from
the CUy Pe?tiu, to
tho norlhwsec, as the
grandi reins of wbai
was once she StHnme;
ro&htstte of the Xm.
Ireror of the Flowery
Kingdom. It wae
saeksd'i burned1, and
blown p by tne
French aed Xnghsh

soldiers nt the time Pskin was besieged ;
wantonly ruined, for no bosmbIo good was
gained, save only tho inunanM tosnsnxo
which the allies earned away.

When Pekin was threatened with an
attack, the Emperor, his honaohold and Su-

preme Council left the eiky tot the Summer

m

1 P F-Tt- TO-- D

y

The Raised Palacx.
Palace. Out of that they fisd just one honz
beforo tho French sohKers surrounded! 16,

taking nothing witk them. Even the women
were left behind. The Emperor, casting to
the wind his usual sacred invisibility, felt
on horseback, with a handful of attendants.

Up to the moment of his Bight, h Coun-

cil had made him believe that the " ma-qui- ,"

or foreigners, were defeated and put to flight.
Twenty-fou- r bonis later it was a mass of
ruins, and, having been polluted by the
hand of foreigners, it has never been ishuili.
So, when in 1972 1 visited it, one eould Mly
realize the effects of

WAR AD PIJ.1.AOB.
Billy and I set out from Pskin at about

9 a.m. the day after the other two of! our
party, Bob and tho Growler, loft no. Wa
immediately reduced our train and jut ii
on a war footing. Three carts, the servants',
spare horse, and a hoy, wore sent back to
Tientsin. Our food, money and sloeping-bag- s

were packed in the remaining oart,
which we sent on ahead to a village on the
main caravan line, where wo intended rest-

ing the first night after the visit to the
Summer Palace. This village was ia nearly
a direct line from that place to the Ming
Tombs.

Starting out by ourselves, we left tho
hotel, and, riding slowly through the streets
of Pekin, left it by the "Great North (Rate,"

in the tower of which are the waterelock
3
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To Tint Miwg Towns.
(the Imperial timekeeper) and the great
drum, on whieh the hours are sounded.
The deck eon. data of three huge easterns of
stone placed on steps, so that, as tho water
escapes firom the upper, it goo3 into the
next lower, and, when it is mil, into tha
next. It escapes little by little,

DKOP BY DROP,

and, as the lower fills, its rise indicates upon
a gago the time. The flow of water has,
of course, to be exactly rsgumted, so that
equal rise takts plaea in equal time. A
guard is always present to watch for and
strike the hours.

The North Gate, like the ether three, con-

sists of a double wall, with n long hiallned
way leading up from the outside. When
you enter the outer arch you have to pass
around a stone screen, which eloson entirely
from sight the inner entrance and forms a
small fort, whose gnus sweep the outer en-

trance and the road beyond.
The inner part of tho gnto forms a tower

higher than tho wall of the city, which forma
the first gate, and from tho ehnmher where
the clock is, a fine view of country and city
may be obtained.

Heavy oak, iron-houn- d doors close both
arches, and upon the top of tho wall and
the top of the tower arc guns utsd1 to defend
tho city.

Emerging from thettwoi gatesiweiodoifor


